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The breakdown of the Gandhi-Jinnah talks
came as a rude shock to many an Indian whose wishful
thinking had made him lose all sense of political per-
spective. The emotional hold which Gandhi had on
the majority of Indian people was largely responsible
for this lack of realism. Like a magician, he was ex-
pected to produce an egg from under the hat and he
was expected never to fail. For most people, the pic-
ture of Gandhi with his arm affectionately round Jin-
nah, taken on the first day of their meeting, was
sufficient evidence to guarantee that the talks would
succeed, that Hindus and Moslems would sink their
differences and that the British government would be
confronted with a united demand.
On the eve of the meeting I went to my editor and
asked him if I could write and say that it would be
ill advised to place too much hope on the talks. In
the months which preceded the meeting, the gulf be-
tween the Congress and the Moslem League had quite
obviously widened. It stood to reason that Jinnah would
not surrender his newly acquired hold over the Mos-
lems merely because Gandhi was inclined to pat him
on the back. But my editor did not see things in that
light. As editor of the Bombay Chronicle, always so
close to Congress circles, he felt he knew better. I
bowed to his wishes because he was my boss, but I
differed!" from his judgment.
He was not, however, the only editor who felt that
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